CHAPTER
TERRORISM
DURING the whole period that the first Douma
was in session, the Socialist-Revolutionary Party
had suspended the series of terrorist attacb against the
high dignitaries of the Empire and the agents of the
police, which they had carried on without cessation since
the beginning of the revolutionary movement. Early
in the summer that party had published in the foreign
Press an announcement to the effect that, " in view
of the deliberations of the Douma and while waiting
for the political situation to be clearly understood by
the people, it would refrain from terrorist tactics, with-
out, however, ceasing its preparations for the combat;
and that the Central Committee of the party would
decide at what moment revolutionary activities should
be resumed.5*
The dissolution of the Douma gave the signal for a
return to terrorism, and it was decided that it should
be inaugurated by a most conspicuous deed of violence*
On Saturday, the 25th of August, about three o'clock ia
the afternoon, a formidable explosion destroyed a part
of the villa occupied by M. Stolypine on the Islands.
The Prime Minister was not injured^ but some thirty
people were killed and as many more wounded, several
of them seriously, among these two of M* Stolypine's
chEdren.
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